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motion a history which still fascinates and
touches us today. When the war was over 2
years later, the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
changed the face of our nation and forever
shaped our relationship with Mexico.

The historical significance of this war and its
aftermath was a defining one for the young
nation of the United States; for the Republic of
Mexico; and for the descendants of both coun-
tries who populate our communities today.
The Mexican-American War has consistently
been a major omission in U.S. history. That
omission has a hidden cost. Because who we
are is shaped by our history, we need to know
that history. But it is not the past that shapes
our future, it is today’s new era of cooperation
existing between the United States and Mex-
ico.

Since the days when the United States and
Mexico met on the battlefield, their descend-
ants have grown together as flowers upon
their graves. Our cultures and traditions are
intermingled, not by design, but by fate and
circumstance. We understand that our futures
are interwoven; we share an economic and
cultural bond.

The most important element of this shared
bond is the North Atlantic Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA). The spirit of NAFTA has
brought about a mutual frankness and a new-
found respect for one another. All across the
Southwest, our mutual histories and customs
are mingled, and they are evident in our daily
lives. Our commonalties are evident in the
food we eat, the music we prefer, and the dual
languages we speak.

Economically, the outcome of the Mexican-
American War immediately benefited the
United States with the addition of the South-
west to the nation’s territory. The Treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo in 1848 was a turning
point in our history. U.S. citizens in the rugged
west joined the existing Mexican population,
making the American Southwest a fascinating
melting pot. This cultural blend produced
some of the most enduring legacies of the
American West: rodeos, cowboys, and the
wild West.

Today, our economic fortunes are pro-
foundly bound together. NAFTA is making
North America the largest, most prosperous,
and most efficient free trade zone in the world.
Let me note here that it was Mexican Presi-
dent Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, in 1853,
who first advocated the commemoration of
those killed in the war and at the Battle of
Palo Alto. So, it is fair to say that Mexico
began the long process of making one-time
adversaries into the friends and economic al-
lies we are today.

Our political debates today so often touch
on sensitive subjects that engender misunder-
standings. Today, I ask my colleagues to join
me in offering a message of hope and friend-
ship to Mexico, based on where we have
been, where we are now and where we hope
to go.
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Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, this week,

a ‘‘-30-’’ will be placed on Basil Talbott’s jour-

nalism career when he retires from the Chi-
cago Sun-Times. For Chicago’s newspaper
readers, journalists and politicians, the loss is
significant. Three decades of irreplaceable
journalistic experienced guided each of his
stories. He had covered the Triple Crown of
Chicago journalism—Chicago politics, Spring-
field’s State House and Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, D.C.—for one of the nation’s largest
daily newspapers. Basil’s forceful personality
and zeal for news enabled him to find ways to
plow through the obstacles to the information
he needed. He combined tenacity with direct-
ness and integrity, qualities that caused Con-
gressmen to view him with a little trepidation
and a lot of respect. Few answered lightly
when greeted by Talbott’s trademark: ‘‘What’s
up?’’

Few reporters were less susceptible to the
wiles of spinmeisters than Basil Talbott. He
could trample a thin story idea with a single,
devastating question. Like the best reporters,
he was always skeptical, never cynical. Con-
gressmen looking for high-calorie, low-sub-
stance puff pieces should look elsewhere;
Basil put the interests of his readers first. As
a former philosophy student at one of the na-
tion’s top universities, the University of Chi-
cago, he was well-acquainted with Greek and
Roman thought. But Basil Talbott’s news judg-
ment seemed guided by the more modern phi-
losophy of Yogi Berra: ‘‘If it ain’t interesting, it
ain’t interesting.’’ Officials who had the smarts
and will to make news found Basil with a
ready pen.

Because of his wide experience, his stories
got to the heart of the matter. He was always
fair, always offered a chance to make a full
case. His precise questioning could quickly ex-
pose a thin understanding of an issue or coax
unexpected, intriguing details; in fact, tran-
scripts of Basil Talbott interviews could serve
as models for would-be cross-examiners.

Taken as a whole, the thousands of stories
he filed in his career would make a small
mountain. Anyone who understands the dead-
lines, knowledge, the source-work and the
scrappiness that went into compiling that small
mountain could only call it a substantial
achievement.

Basil Talbott made a sustained commitment
to compiling the first-draft of Chicago’s recent
history. His contribution to helping Chicagoans
understand their city and their colorful politi-
cians deserves commendation from this Con-
gress. As Basil hits the send key on a 30-plus
year career in journalism, we should lament
the loss to Chicago’s Fourth Estate, salute his
fine example and wish him well in his quest to
put a good lead on the next phase of his life.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I am dismayed to
learn that the House of Representatives will
once again delay a vote on campaign finance
reform. We were promised a vote before May
15th, but now it appears that the leadership of
the House has broken their promise again.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a great deal of
attention paid recently to the internal debate
over the campaign finance investigations in

the House. This debate has diverted attention
away from the real issue, fixing the abuses in
the system that are currently legal. I fear that
perhaps that is the goal of the Republican
leadership in Congress. By continuing to
spend taxpayer dollars on Congressional hear-
ings and keeping the attention on abuses that
occurred in the past the leadership feels it will
not need to fix the system for future elections.
I will not let that happen.

The people of this country have spoken loud
and clear, they want campaign finance reform.
If you doubt the will of the public just look at
all the Republican members who returned
from the Easter recess willing to challenge the
leadership and sign the campaign finance dis-
charge petition. At that time the leadership
gave their word that they would allow an open
and honest vote on campaign finance reform.
I hope that the leadership keeps its word and
allows a vote next week.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Reverend Spurgeon Eugene Crayton,
Pastor, Mount Ollie Baptist Church. Rev.
Crayton has dedicated his life to the church
and the community of Brooklyn, New York.

The 65-year-old Brownsville pastor is one of
the busiest in the city. He conducts as many
as fifteen revivals a year, preaching in a style
that he describes as a combination of old
fashioned flare mixed with contemporary ver-
sions of biblical stories. As a specialist in
teaching Baptist doctrine, Rev. Crayton has
held a variety of posts in the Eastern Baptist
Association, representing Brooklyn, Queens,
Nassau, and Suffolk counties, and is presently
an Area Vice President of the Empire State
Baptist Convention, which represents some
500 churches from Niagara Falls to East
Hampton.

In addition to his pastoral duties, Rev.
Crayton has managed to author several
books, including a collection of short stories
about his Korean War experiences called
‘‘Screams and Protest’’, which is used by the
public school system. He has also written
‘‘God’s Star in the East’’, a guide to Baptist
congregations, and is working on a third book
entitled, ‘‘The Black Baptist Church of Today’’.
Aways a man of action, Rev. Crayton has
even found time to write plays, including ‘‘An-
other One Gone’’ and ‘‘The Erudite’’.

Through his commitment to work on behalf
of the community, this dynamic minister has
also served as a charter board member of the
Half Way House Rehabilitation Center for
Drug Abuse; as a Protestant Chaplain for the
Madonna Heights School for Girls, a Catholic
School; and is an instructor of English at Cen-
tral Commercial High School in New York City.

Rev. Crayton’s own words exemplify his ex-
traordinary sensitivity to the needs of God’s
people: ‘‘We have a lot of dedicated ministers
who want not only to be good preachers, but
will help fight for social causes for their parish-
ioners. There is a greater interest now on the
part of the ministry to understand the religious,
political, social, and economic problems of our
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